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If youôve had a Pyr that youôve loved and 

lost and would like to place a ñMemoriamò 

for him or her, please email 

Karen@gratefuldog.com  with your informa-

tion and a picture if you have one.   

 

We offer this free of charge.  

Appalachian Great 

Pyrenees Rescue  

 

agprescue.com  
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Thank you for viewing this issue of 

the Pyr -Review.  This is my first 

edition as editor so Iôd like to take 

this opportunity to introduce myself 

and tell you a bit about my involve-

ment with the Great Pyrenees 

breed.  

I got my first Pyr in 1984, and 

Shelly was a retired show dog.  She 

is the dog of my heart.  My second 

Pyr, Trooper came along about 9 

months later.  He was my first res-

cue.   

Shortly thereafter, I became in-

volved with rescue and served as 

Rescue Chair for the Pyrenean Fan-

ciers of the Northeast for nearly 3 

years.  

During my tenure as Rescue Chair, 

I also became interested in showing 

and have a great interest and dedi-

cation to the breed as a whole.  

As we work on future issues, I hope 

to provide information on upcoming 

events, articles on Pyrenees Rescue, 

Health Articles and anything else 

that you may enjoy learning and 

reading about.  

I hope that you enjoy this issue.  

 

Thanks!  

Karen Reiter  
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In 2007, Appalachian Great Pyrenees Rescue, which covers the states of VA, MD, WV, & DC 

had a total of 61 dogs. Below is the breakdown of statistics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As rescue volunteers, we try to do our best to place our Pyrs in homes that are suitable for 

both the new owner and the Pyr.  We  hope that each placement that we make will be a 

ñforeverò home.  Each year, our numbers keep growing and we keep chugging along. In the 

end, we find it worthwhile.  Consider helping your rescue organization.  

AGPR 2007 Rescue Statistics  

ways collecting animals who had heart-
breaking stories, and would keep them 
herself if no one else wanted them.  She 
fostered many dogs for us, and cried 
every time one left her house, even 
though they were going to their new won-
derful home.  She kept four Pyrs -  one 
darling little girl, Stella; another girl, 
Gilda, who Sandy named after her grand-
mother;  Lutzi, who had been badly 
abused and was terrified of men; and 

Heidi, a Pyr who been been abandoned at 
the vetôs office when her owners found 
out how much surgery for her bad knees 
was going to cost.  Many more came 
through her house, including my very first 
Pyr.  We found wonderful new homes for 
her four Pyrs, and tried to put them in the 
kinds of homes that she would have cho-
sen herself.  Hopefully we did ï it was the 
least we could do for her.  

Those of us who knew Sandy were in-
credibly fortunate to have had her in our 
lives, and found it hard to believe she was 
gone so suddenly.  Victoria and I have 

both often find ourselves thinking of her, 
and have the feeling that sheôs watching 
us run Rescue ï either approvingly, or 
occasionally shaking her head at us and 
telling us to be patient and do better.  We 
will always try to make Sandy proud of 
the rescue she worked so hard for.  
 
Sandy, we miss you.  Dorcas  

Last summer, our good friend Sandy Zim-
merman passed away after an accident at 
her home in Maryland.  Not only did we 
lose a wonderful and valued friend; not 
just a friend to rescue, but a personal 
friend for many of us who have owned 
Great Pyrenees dogs, or helped to work 
with Great Pyrenees Rescue over the last 
several years.   

Sandy was a native of New York, and was a 
New Yorker through and through.  As I am 

a native of Texas, we used to tease each 
other about those ñdamn New Yorkersò and 
ñthose crazy Texans.ò  Although, I think in 
some ways, where we were from helped to 
explain our friendship.  (Youôre never an ex
-Texan or an ex -New Yorker ï you just 
donôt live there anymore.)  She was funny, 
smart, gentle, and ï although itôs a clich® ï 
one of the kindest and most generous peo-
ple Iôve ever met.  When one of her friends 
went through hard times, she was the per-
son calling to see how things were going, 
offering her beautiful home as a refuge if 
they needed to get away.  Sandy had 

many hard times in her life, and I think 
that was one reason for her tremendous 
empathy.  She very often understood other 
peopleôs problems and would offer encour-
agement or just a shoulder to lean on.  

Many people who are involved in rescue 
have what I call a ñrescue heart.ò  They are 
sympathetic and softhearted, and canôt let 
something happen without helping.  Sandy 
was absolutely one of those.  She was al-

To Those Weôve Lost... 

We  hope that 

each placement 

that we make 

will be a 

ñforeverò home. 
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How can anyone  

resist that smile?  

Emma and Luna.  

They were inseparable.  

Females -  33  Ages -  10 weeks to 9 years  

Males -  28  Heartworm Pos/Neg/NA -  1/60/0  

Pyr's out of region -  0 Prior chips -  1 

What region -  NA Micro chipped by rescue -  28  

Altered by rescue -  25  Tattooed -  0 

Turned in by owner -  22  Bred by GPCA member -  1 

Shelter turn in -  28  Euthanized due to aggression -  0 

Other/stray -  11  Euthanized due to health -  3 



 

Saturday, February 9th 2007, AGP 

Rescue held an adoption day at 

Wylie Wagg in Middleburg, VA.   

During the day, we had some great 

discussions with people who were 

interested in learning about the 

breed as well as some very solid 

leads for placements.  We were also 

surprised to learn that there were so 

many Pyrenees owners in the Mid-

dleburg, VA area!  

 

The Pyrs that we brought took the 

day in stride, and enjoyed all of the 

attention and pampering that was 

going on.  And I donôt think that any-

one minded dog fur or drool that 

day.  

We plan to have another Wylie Wagg 

in Middleburg, VA on Sunday, from 

11:00 AM until 4:00 PM.  We look 

forward to seeing you there!  

Finally, Jackie and David at the Wylie 

Wagg were great.   Many thanks go 

out to them and to everyone else 

that participated.   

 

Wylie Wagg Adoption Day A Hugh Success  

ñI donôt think 

that anyone 

minded dog 

fur or drool 

that day.ò 
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Wylie Wagg & AGP Rescue Adoption Day Pictures  

The Great Pyrenees 

does not require 

frequent bathing like 

some breeds that 

have an oilier coat, 

such as the Labrador 

Retriever or the 

Newfoundland  

Visit us  

online at:  

 

Agprescue.com  


